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Department of Curriculum & Instruction 

 

First Grade ELAR 
 

Unit 1-2 

Time Frame 9/21-10/16 

Big Ideas 1. Informational and narrative texts have distinguishing characteristics. 

2. It is important to smoothly blend sounds to read a word.                        

3. We can edit our writing by checking for features of a sentence. 

Essential 
Questions 

1. What are the distinguishing characteristics of informational and narrative texts?                                                              

2. What does smooth blending sound like?                                                                        

3. What are the features of a sentence? 

Prior to clicking on HMH direct links, please make sure to open HMH online. 

Tier I Instructional Strategies – Classroom Instruction for All Students 

 

Screencastify tutorial 

How to make a drag and drop activity 1 

How to make a drag and drop activity 2 

 

Canvas Cheat Sheet 

 
 

The Reading Bear learning to read website 

GraphoGame  

 

 

 

 

Essential components of effective reading and Writing Instruction 

PA Phonics Fluency Vocabulary Comprehension Writing 

* Engage in PA activities daily 
* Provide explicit and systematic 
instruction of skills 

* Provide explicit, systematic 
phonics instruction that teaches 
sound, symbol, and formation 
together 

* Provide substantial practice in 
decoding and encoding words 
accurately 
* Provide corrective feedback 

* Expose students to new 
vocabulary by sharing texts 
across genres and content 

* Actively engage students in 
thinking about text 
* Systematically explain and 
model comprehension strategies 

* Directly teach the writing 
process 
* Provide opportunities to write 
daily 

Revision Date April 9, 2020 

 

https://www.teksguide.org/teks-guide?subject=1662&grade=1690&strand=All
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NsW9IXjJvqe8xaX4QIpC6eQWolp_P2HI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MSxCfsk-K38gpAfQqt_esQ4Tsk71NAGX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10XYiE53GrfQiMb4btaqcu79oHLSIfCI1/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTKqWhHa6ozaFXYhxn29sBOhjs6go7XFh5W65AkMUPW0r1QGIvlE1Jn3R6Z-UXWuMCkis997QUB5xgj/pub?start=true&loop=false&delayms=3000&fbclid=IwAR2WqZVQwpW33C9QEhoW0NhoGSkle3BPo-AtdLMqKGEftO2Y-olz-PcY2W4&slide=id.p
https://www.readingbear.org/
https://www.graphogame.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_S9A45vTRArvGC7OUwfCzEwRgNRUypjLNlX9vO8_MOs/htmlview?usp=sharing&pru=AAABc5qwtXo*QhQhfO5JezvvzA3RKL7BKQ
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jadIg9nk64U9gWtj4QEbd-AEzVtCXQeH-y44LPXlF3M/present?slide=id.g27b693dca5_0_261
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTKqWhHa6ozaFXYhxn29sBOhjs6go7XFh5W65AkMUPW0r1QGIvlE1Jn3R6Z-UXWuMCkis997QUB5xgj/pub?start=true&loop=false&delayms=3000&fbclid=IwAR2WqZVQwpW33C9QEhoW0NhoGSkle3BPo-AtdLMqKGEftO2Y-olz-PcY2W4&slide=id.p
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* Link sounds to letters as soon 
as possible 

 

* Provide explicit instruction in 
blending sounds to read words 

* Teach decoding and encoding 
within the same lesson 

* Provide examples of fluent 
reading through read-alouds 

* Ensure students are exposed 
to new words repeatedly 
* Directly instruct four to six tier 2 
words before reading a text 

 

* Use graphic organizers to 
represent concepts 

*Directly teach traits of writing 

 

Beginning Reading and Spelling 

Phonological Awareness Instructional Strategies  Resources 

Blending spoken phonemes to form one-syllable words 
including initial and/or final consonant blends (1.2Av) 

 

Directly instruct students to blend phonemes by connecting 
sounds and then saying the word that is created. At this point in 
the year it is best to use words that start with continuous sounds 
to help illustrate connecting the sounds. 
 
Continuous sounds: 
/f/, /l/, /m/, /n/, /r/, /s/, /v/, /z/, /sh/, both sounds of /th/ and all 
vowel sounds 
 
 
 
HMH Module 3 T31: Blend Phonemes   
HMH Module 3 T45: Blend Phonemes 
 
 

Continuous sound word bank: 

fan, fat, fin, fowl, fine, low, lip, line, lime, lick, let, lead, lean, lamb, 
man, main, mean, meat, met, mail, mat, near, net, not, no, nice, 
run, ran, rain, rail, ripe, rug, sun, sip, same, seal, seat, saw, vine, 
vail, vein, zip, zap, shin, she, shine, shake, shot, them, their, thin, 
thought 

Learning tip: 

This is an oral activity so use of words across varying vowel sounds is 
encouraged. 

Phoneme Segmenting and Blending FCRR 

Push that Sound-blending sounds into words 

 

Continuous vs Stop sounds for teacher reference: 

PA Activities from Research-Based Methods of Reading 
Instruction 

Online phonological awareness resources 

95% group phonological lesson plans and videos 

Phonics-Spelling-Handwriting Instructional Strategies Resources 

decoding words with closed syllables, open syllables, VCe 
syllables, vowel teams, including vowel digraphs and 
diphthongs, and r-controlled syllables (1.2Biii) 
 
identify and read at least 100 high-frequency words from a 
research-based list (1.2Bvi) 
 
spelling words with closed syllables, open syllables, VCe 
syllables, vowel teams, including vowel digraphs and 
diphthongs, and r-controlled syllables (1.2Ci) 
 
 
spelling words using sound-spelling patterns (1.2Ciii) 
 
spelling high-frequency words from a research-based list 
(1.2Civ) 
 

Basic phonic lesson format: 
 
Review- short review of letters or concept previously taught 
Teach new- directly instruct one new concept 
Decode- students sound out words with new concept (+/-5 
words) 
Encode- students spell words with new concept (3-5 words) 
Connected text- students read a text that allows them to practice 
reading with the new concept 
 
Tier 1 Weekly Phonics Lessons 
 
Learning tip: A closed syllable is a syllable with 
one vowel, followed by at least one consonant. 
The vowel sound is short. 
 
HMH Module 3 T34-35 short e,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Phonics Books (starter set 1A): 

Short e: Hal and Nip 

Mixed review: Cop Cat 

https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_fs_highfreqwrd_030101_2/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_fs_highfreqwrd_030102_2/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/balancedliteracydiet/Recipe/50660/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unGHYqUxWXU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wuiQKa86JTLP-JqF7QZh6F4iG-feoXEi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wuiQKa86JTLP-JqF7QZh6F4iG-feoXEi?usp=sharing
https://www.95percentgroup.com/at-home-resources/resources-for-students-in-grades-k-1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c5j3n6Y7fi_TSckhuD5MKy8zBKxmRlJ1
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_fs_shorte_sp_030101/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?p=graphic+of+the+rule+for+spelling+with+initial+c+or+k&fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hspart=Lkry&hsimp=yhs-SF01&imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2F236x%2Fda%2F99%2F7f%2Fda997fe048822f644fecaa63c600f186--gillingham-decoding.jpg#id=11&iurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2F236x%2Fda%2F99%2F7f%2Fda997fe048822f644fecaa63c600f186--gillingham-decoding.jpg&action=click
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develop handwriting by printing words, sentences, and answers 
legibly leaving appropriate spaces between words (1.2F) 

 

Decodable text, Run Rex! p T54-55,  
HMH Module 3 T55 Connect to Phonics 
HMH Module 3 T60-61 Spotlight on Sounds e, i, o, (u)  
  
 
High Frequency Word introduction: 
1. Teacher says word 
2. Student repeats word 
3. Teacher guides students to segment each sound 
4. Teacher writes while segmenting 
5. If the word is irregular, teacher points out the part you need to 
know by heart. 
 
Practice high frequency words with games: 
1. Race for a Minute 
2. Memory 
3. Go Fish 
4. Beat the Teacher 
 
Learning Tip: 
You can teach appropriate grip by having students put a pencil 
on the table and point the tip of the pencil toward themselves. 
Then have students pinch the pencil where the wood meets the 
paint and flip the pencil (with the help of the other hand) to rest in 
the space between the thumb and pointer finger. 
 

Mixed review: The Wet Pup 

 

Letter-Sound Correspondence FCRR 

C vs K 

 

hard c/soft c 

 

Phonics Activities from Research-Based Methods of Reading  

 

F&P lessons – 

NOTE: Check their understanding of the alphabetic principle, 
their knowledge of letters and connected sounds, and ability to 
differentiate consonants and vowels. Use as needed to build 
understanding of using letter sounds to decode. 

 

Lesson 18 Use Knowledge of Letter Sound Relationships to 
Monitor Word-Solving Accuracy page 427 

Lesson 37 Recognize Beginning Consonant Sounds and the 
Letters That Represent them page 209 

Lesson 38 Recognize Beginning Consonant Sounds and the 
Letters That Represent them page 213 

Lesson 83 Use Letter Sound Relationships to Help Spell an 
Unknown Word 

 

Online Instructional Resources 

Fly Leaf online decodables for students 

Community Reading Project Link for online learning 

Center for Development and Learning YouTube channel 

Orton Gillingham blending videos YouTube 

95% group online lessons 

UF virtual teaching resources 

The Reading Bear learning to read website 

Kid Zone online activities 

Online decodable text 

High Frequency Words 
 
Get, come, them, will, have, your, but, up, was, has, said, all, 
that, than, from 
 
 

Phonic Concepts Tier 1 Weekly Phonics Lessons 
 
Short e, y, w, k, v, j, c 
 
Rule for spelling with initial c vs. k: 
 
“K takes i and e while C takes the other three” 
 

Fluency 

TEKS Instructional Strategies Resources 

Although there is not a specific TEK at this time, it is important to monitor accuracy of decoding and the student’s ability to blend phonemes without punctuated pauses between each phoneme. 

https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_sg_differentia_030102_3/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_sg_differentia_030102_4/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_fs_shorteiou_030103/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade
https://cdn.thisreadingmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/spell-ksd.pdf
http://www.carlscorner.us.com/SoundsofCandG.htm
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1d87gJTgBodXL3IBY-32GpqcNTRc4bsdK?usp=sharing
https://portal.flyleafpublishing.com/learners-resources/
http://communityreading.org/wp/tools-for-struggling-readers/blending/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=center+for+development+and+learning
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=AwrEZ7YYw8JeVjgAbAMPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTEybHQ4N3NoBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQzAxNTlfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=orton+gillingham+blending&fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hspart=Lkry&hsimp=yhs-SF01&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9zZWFyY2gueWFob28uY29tL3locy9zZWFyY2g_&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANMrtCiRfszVkmQAwOU9mC9HrFmyqwbsQe1IpbPQ3XGSZHUEoVPZehmoZXE7vPdOngI3dCspgwJCuZWYTzLZFCftsfFlWRneN37XhmOBq9KUOmS-psFHNqN-_NTuWJ9OS69rtttJRv_jb4MRZqBhV5yLThCfcX85i2a0QPujLj9P&_guc_consent_skip=1589822267
https://www.95percentgroup.com/at-home-resources/resources-for-students-in-grades-1-2
https://education.ufl.edu/ufli/virtual-teaching/main/instructional-activities/decoding-and-encoding/word-work/
https://www.readingbear.org/
https://improvingliteracy.org/kid-zone
https://rolls.bublup.com/abctutor/free-decodable-books
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c5j3n6Y7fi_TSckhuD5MKy8zBKxmRlJ1
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Comprehension 

TEKS Instructional Strategies Resources 

interact with sources in meaningful ways such as illustrating or 
writing (1.7E) 

demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well-
known children’s literature such as folktales, fables, fairytales, 
and nursery rhymes (1.9A) 

recognize characteristics of informational text including features 
and simple graphics to locate or gain information (1.9Dii) 

discuss the author’s purpose for writing text (1.10A) 

discuss how the use of text structure contributes to author’s 
purpose (1.10B) 

discuss with adult assistance the use of print and graphic 
features to achieve a specific purpose (1.10C) 

 

 HMH Resources: 

Folktale: 

Read My Book 2: Blue Bird and Coyote p. 38-48  

HMH Module 3 T127 Step 2 and 3  

My Book p. 49 Turn and Talk 

Discuss features of a folktale and how to distinguish a folktale 
from other kinds of text. 

 

Text Features:  

HMH Module 3 T50 Read Big Book: Best Foot Forward  

HMH Module 3 Anchor Chart 24: Text Features  

Constitution Day Booklet (Social Studies connection see 
resources) 

 

Author’s Purpose 

Read Decodable: Vets Get Pets Well  

HMH Module 3 T144 Discuss Authors Purpose  

 

Nursery Rhymes- compare the features of common nursery 
rhymes. Make sure students can explain how to tell if a text is an 
example of a nursery rhyme. 

Nursery Rhymes 

 

Fairytale Nursery Rhyme Dominoes 

 

Remember that once a TEKS has been introduced, it should be 
spiraled as appropriate to any new text. This unit, in addition to 
the target TEKS to the left, you will likely discuss characters and 
have students retell to maintain meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing   

TEKS Instructional Strategies Resources 

develop drafts in oral pictorial or written form by organizing with 
structure (1.11Bi) 

edit drafts using complete sentences with subject-verb 
agreement (1.11Di) 

edit drafts using adjectives including articles (1.11Div) 

edit drafts using capitalization for the beginning of the sentence 
and the pronoun “I” (1.11Dviii) 

edit drafts using punctuation marks at the end of declarative, 
exclamatory, and interrogative sentences (1.11Dix) 

dictate or compose informational text including procedural 
(1.12B) 

HMH Resources 
 
Read My Book 2: p. 56-74 Have You Heard the Nesting Bird?  
Writing Activity for Nesting Bird. 76-77 Over several days develop 
a draft, edit, edit to add adjectives.  
 
HMH Module 3 Read Big Book: Best Foot Forward  
Writing Activity: Step 3 Engage and Respond  

 
 

Click on picture above for a lesson on organization 

https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading/g1/student/epub/hmh_ir1tx_ese03a_student/#cards--1re_ese_rd_coyote_br_030207/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_rd_coyote_030207_2/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading/g1/student/epub/hmh_ir1tx_ese03a_student/#cards--1re_ese_rd_coyote_lsp_030207/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_rd_bestfoot_030102/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_rd_bestfoot_030102/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_sg_differentia_030208_3/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_sg_differentia_030208_3/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://allnurseryrhymes.com/
https://allnurseryrhymes.com/
https://allnurseryrhymes.com/
https://allnurseryrhymes.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/FreeDownload/Fairy-Tale-and-Nursery-Rhyme-Rhyming-Dominoes-Free-338974
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading/g1/student/epub/hmh_ir1tx_ese03a_student/#cards--1re_ese_rd_nestingbird_br_030209/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading/g1/student/epub/hmh_ir1tx_ese03a_student/#cards--1re_ese_rd_nestingbird_wr_030210/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_rd_bestfoot_030102_2/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_rd_bestfoot_030102_2/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
http://writingfix.com/6_Traits/Primary/Environmental_Alphabet.htm
https://swwiki.judsonisd.org/download/attachments/88671422/Constitution%20Day%20Booklet.pdf?api=v2
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Vocabulary 

TEKS Instructional Strategies Resources 

use illustrations and texts the student is able to read or hear to 
learn or clarify word meanings (1.3B) 

respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate (1.7F) 

 

Learning tip: 
The purpose of an illustration is not to help students “guess” at 
the pronunciation of an unknown word. Rather, once a student 
has decoded a word, the illustration supports an understanding of 
the word meaning.  
 

HMH Academic Vocabulary:  

HMH Module 3 T48-49 Vocabulary Best Foot Forward 
Vocabulary Cards: 3.21-3.26 Blue Bird and Coyote 
Activity: Review Power Words p.T138-139 
 

10 Key Vocabulary Instructional Practices from Meadow Center  
 

Vocabulary Map 

ELPS Linguistic Accommodations 

2E Use visual, contextual, and linguistic support to enhance and confirm understanding of 
increasingly complex and elaborated spoken language. 

Make sure to explain that the purpose of a picture or illustration is to help build an understanding of 
the meaning of the text. 

Make sure to explain that text features like graphics help us to gain additional information about a 
topic. 

Strategies for Struggling Students (S3)  

Tools4reading has a set of phonics lessons that are systematic and sequential. You will need to create a free account and then access the West Virginia Phonics Lessons. 

Lesson Plans for intervention 

Intervention activities across the 5 components of effective reading instruction 

If you are concerned about student progress and are beginning to provide intervention services through RtI, click here for a step-by-step explanation of how to 
complete the form in Eduphoria. 

Assessment Items  

Math assessment 

ELAR Assessment 

 

https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_vc_language_030102/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.hmhco.com/one/#/discover/ELA_IR_G1_TX/3/2/2?s=1&f=productDisplayTitle:%22Vocabulary%20Cards%22%20textComplexity:%22170L%22%20textComplexity:%22310L%22%20textComplexity:%22330L%22%20textComplexity:%22430L%22%20textComplexity:%22770L%22%20&tocQuery=&z=0.8304176283824576
https://www.hmhco.com/content/reading/into_reading_t/g1/teacher/epub/hmh_irtx1_ete03_teacher/#cards--1re_ete_tx_vc_powerword_030208/https://www.hmhco.com/rce/toc/
https://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/10Key_Vocabulary_WEB.pdf
https://tpri.org/resources/documents/VOC%20Activities/VOC-36%20Vocabulary%20Map.pdf
https://www.tools4reading.com/west-virginia-ph
https://www.texasldcenter.org/lesson-plans/detail/elementary-lesson-plans
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13QQTcmYOSFwqKKheVYv72j_8VUOnQp3p/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_luDiBLlLOg4MBkL9XmnWfG0sMNFJ3mPxKUA9d77Lhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4188/First%20Grade%20ELA%20Unit%202%20assessment.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4188/First%20Grade%20ELA%20Unit%202%20assessment.pdf
https://www.judsonisd.org/cms/lib/TX50000485/Centricity/Domain/4188/First%20Grade%20ELA%20Unit%202%20assessment.pdf

